Seminary Without Walls
Announces
the Winter Term, 2010

The Scriptures: Do You Get the Point?

Christians are “a people of the book.” The Church finds its origins and identity in a story. Iris
Cully says, “[the Bible is] the story of God’s love made known in creation and redemption through
the people of Israel and through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ” (Jane Rogers
Vann, “The Bible in Christian Education,” Interpretation, July 1, 1996). The Spirit of God is
among the people of God. The Spirit influences, challenges, and guides the Christian community
through mutual study of the Scriptures.

January 14 —March 4, 2010 (Thursday nights)
6:45 pm worship 7 pm class

At First United Presbyterian Church

400 Lake Lowell Avenue

Nampa, Idaho

Telephone: 466-7061

The Bible is the primary text for Christian Education and discipleship. And Christian Education is
ultimately about the transformation of lives toward the likeness of Christ. In this class the issue
of pedagogy, that is, how to teach the Scriptures is the main focus. How does one read this

book, and then transfer its message into the lives of students? Teachers must give serious and
faithful attention to t he isetFuthgrmooefteadBedsdre s
urged to engage themselves and their students in such a way that the community participates in
the story.

Pedagogical issues of the role of the Bible in Christian Education, the nature of the book, teacher
preparation, discerning student needs, moving beyond our preconceived ideas or prejudices,
use of biblical genre, living in the texts, and desired outcomes will be part of class discussion.

Therefore, this class is not about hermeneutics or some introductory class in Bible, but it is
about the book itself. It is about what has been given to us and how we pass it on. Then once
we've read it, what do we do with it?

Class begins January 14 and continues to March 4. Classes begin with worship at 6:45 and the
evening ends at 9. The syllabus, which is given at the first class, lays out the class expectations
and assignments.

The SWW serves the church at large by training people for stronger and more in depth
leadership roles in the church. There are three tracks in the program: academic, practical, and
spiritual. SWW serves the mission of the Church beyond the Presbyterian Church and therefore,
courses are taught from the perspective of the historic creeds of the church. The theological
tone of the classes leans toward a generous orthodoxy rather than a narrow orthodoxy.
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The mission of the SWW is to provide a practical seminary designed to serve churches
throughout the Treasure Valley to equip, enhance, and encourage people to deeper and more
thoughtful involvement in church leadership.

The texts:
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The Courage to Teach (10" Anniversary Edition),by Parker Palmer
How We Got the Bible, by Neil R. Lightfoot
The texts are available for ordering at Amazon.com from themissionplace.org website, at
http://themissionplace.org/media.html. Students are expected to secure a copy of the book on
their own.

The leadership for the class are Dr. Gary Waller, Rev. Craig Morton, and Rev. Bruce Swanson.

Additional information is available at office@firstpresnampa.org or call 466-7061, or
http://themissionplace.org.
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