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Looking for a Civil Religion:

by Craig Morton

An acquaintance was describing the growth of churches in a neighborhood of Chicago.
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discovered inner city decay, struggling families and a variety of social ills. But they also dis-
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a neighborhood coalition to serve their community. One of the unanticipated results was
the growth in attendance in these coalition churches. The reason new attenders gave was

the determination of unity for the sake of the neighborhood. Unity in service to the com-
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ways to appreciate the strengths of others and not just tolerate the differences.
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bedded in the heart, mind, and imagination of a people. Civil religion is also a descriptive
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soul, life after death, etc), but about common values and embedded imagination. In the
United States, civil religion has largely been shaped by Judgaristian heritage. Civil relig-
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to by Marx in his critique of how power seeks to manipulate masses by claiming religious
approval for the actions of the state; such as the role of women, justification of slavery and
the notion of manifest destiny. As a result, many uncivil things were carried out in the

name of God, under the idea of a civil religion.
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However, it may be time for a new civil religion. While some of the gravest acts of incivil-
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The Isaiah Vision, by Raymond Fung,
WCC Publications 1993

A Book Review by
Gary Waller
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My friends, George Huns- long study. The idea of the (2) the aged are treated with

berger of Western Seminary Isaiah Visiois to communi-  dignity; (3) those who work

and the Gospel and Culture AAOA OEA /1 1 1 lare treated with dignity and ' T A
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by Raymond Fung. This O) OAEAE

book is a quick read buta 23): (1) no children die young forms the basis for what
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ity have been carried out in the name of religion, faithful people continue to practice
forms of civility in which humility, service, compassion, and justice are the norm. Yet
many are not convinced. Arthur Schlesinger, in "The Cycles of American History," wrote
that "the great religious ages were notable for their indifference to human rights in the
contemporary sense--not only for their acquiescence in poverty, inequality and oppres-
sion, but for their enthusiastic justification of slavery, persecution, torture and genocide."
In a world of shock radio and with Howard Stern and Don Imus, certain religionists have
gone to the dark side just to get a hearing,
regards to Hugo Chavez, the former president of Venezuela, "You know, | don't know

about this doctrine of assassination, but if he thinks we're trying to assassinate him, | think

that we really ought to go ahead and do it. It's a whole lot cheaper than starting a war ...
We have the ability to take him out, and | think the time has come that we exercise that

(Re)thinking - urban life bycraig morton

One of the most popular in this country said in

Recently, | was cleaning around
the house and found a folder from
a meeting | had attended a few
years back. | found one of my fa-
vorite bumper stickers that was in
OEA &1 AAOS ¢
it announces.

Living in Idaho, we have the wit-
ness the creeping of urban sprawl
taking over crop land, dairy farms,
wetlands, and pasture land. Per-
haps communities in the eastern
parts of North America have be-
come numb to this process. Per-
haps also, the seemingly endless
expanse of the West makes it
seem as if there is no need for lim-
its. Idaho, though is not alone.
Nevada, Washington, and Idaho
remain three of the fastest grow-
ing states in the US. But other
communities need to consider the
issues of growth as well.

Later this month, the University
of Idaho will be hosting their an-
nual Potato Conference, keynote
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to the various urban areas. In
other words, farmers leave
the farms to come to the cit-
ies which expand, paving over
the neighboring farms.
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the radar of most church con-
versations. We talk about the
worship, about youth minis-
tries, about social action and
evangelism. Churches may
voice concern over large is-
sues regarding marriage, the
fate of unborn children, racial
equality, and many other
meaningful causes. But often
overlooked are the sidewalks
and streets on which these
churches and parishioners live
and travel.

As the face of our cities
change, the unglamorous
issues of development, zon-
ing, and public transportation.
Often the poorer members of

to our
detri-
ment:
namely,
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opment and zoning, and trans-
portation, if left unchanged, cre-

ate cities that sprawl and over-
take farms and food production.

Logic simply says this cannot conj
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are human beings whose welfare
is being negatively affected by
our disinterest.

Other sources for this kind of
discussion at universities and
community based groups. The
ongoing missional development
for our churches might listen in
on these conversations to begin
discerning the movement of God
in our communities. God is not
limited by the topics we come up
with to discuss and debate. God
does show up, initiating new con-

OPAAEAO * AU , AE Ocommunities qadd thavel 10 7 A sations at school boards, city

have 6.3 billion people on the
planet and a third of them are un-
dernourished. Within 50 years,
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ply? and we are the best farmers,
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the areas of economic and
educational opportunities for
lack of affordable and de-
@eAdable tringportatig. | A
Development and zoning cre-

we have the best land and we have ate communities that assume
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public transit, or bikes, which ~©On Urban/rural interface:

ingly, Lehr notes that it is not pota-
toes that we need to be concerned

again limit opportunity. Ina

council meetings, zoning commis;
sions and community action cau-
cuses.

For further reading:

http://www.oregon.gov/LCD/

i10060 AAI OO OAUET Eprrtfo® MANBC ip:/A A ourbanrural.shiml

ITA Aol b 11
01 AOh
but entire families leaving rural

areas, the inverse pressure comes
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) our cities have been laid out
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hltjtn://v%w%v.ﬁ‘ia%o@martqrowth.orq/
publications/codereform.htm

Fung challenges local con-
gregations to do as they
participate in the reign of
God. The purpose of these
AORIHiS Not in qrgEto evare
gelize, but rather, in order to
be faithful to the call of God.

Fung, in moving away from
traditional forms of evangel-
specialized events and train-
ing programs to facilitate
the spread of the good
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relationship with itself and
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action. There are two action
pillars, worship and disciple-
ship, which make up the
strategy for the local congre-
gation.

Invitation to Worship
Worship is not about evan-
gelism, it is about commu-
nity and communion. Com-
munity and fellowship with
one another and commun-
ion with Gode OEO EO
to God and our celebration
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