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    An acquaintance was describing the growth of churches in a neighborhood of Chicago.  

4ÈÅÓÅ ÏÌÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÈÁÄ ÇÏÎÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃ ÏÆ ÍÁÎÙ Ȱ/ÌÄ &ÉÒÓÔȭÓȱȢ   !Ó 

ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȭÓ ÔÈÅÙ 

discovered inner city decay, struggling families and a variety of social ills.  But they also dis-

ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÁÇÉÎÇ Ȱ/ÌÄ &ÉÒÓÔȱ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÉÎ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÓÔÒÁÉÇÈÔÓȢ  4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ 

a neighborhood coalition to serve their community.  One of the unanticipated results was 

the growth in attendance in these coalition churches.  The reason new attenders gave was 

the determination of unity for the sake of the neighborhood.  Unity in service to the com-

ÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÅÓÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÒÅÁÌȱ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎȢ  $ÉÄ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÁÌÌ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ 

ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎȩ  $ÉÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÒÅÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÁÎÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓȩ  /Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÎÏÔȢ  "ÕÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄ ÆÉÎÄ 

ways to appreciate the strengths of others and not just tolerate the differences.   

    Ȱ#ÉÖÉÌ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȱ ÉÓ Á ÓÏÃÉÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÔÅÒÍ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÍȤ

bedded in the heart, mind, and imagination of a people.  Civil religion is also a descriptive 

ÔÅÒÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÁÎÔÈÒÏÐÏÌÏÇÙȟ ÉȢÅȢ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈ ɉÄÉÖÉÎÉÔÙȟ 

soul, life after death, etc), but about common values and embedded imagination.  In the 

United States, civil religion has largely been shaped by Judeo-Christian heritage.  Civil relig-

ÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ȰÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌȱ ÂÕÔ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ Á 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÖÁÌÕÅÓȢ  #ÉÖÉÌ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÉÔÓ ×ÏÒÓÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÏÐÉÁÔÅȱ ÆÁÍÏÕÓÌÙ ÁÌÌÕÄÅÄ 

to by Marx in his critique of how power seeks to manipulate masses by claiming religious 

approval for the actions of the state; such as the role of women, justification of slavery and 

the notion of manifest destiny.  As a result, many uncivil things were carried out in the 

name of God, under the idea of a civil religion.   

    However, it may be time for a new civil religion.  While some of the gravest acts of incivil-

(Continued on page 2) 

Look ing for  a  C iv i l  Re l ig ion :   
b y  C r a i g  M o r t o n  

the mission placethe mission placethe mission place   

a non-profit  

Working with mainline, emergent, 

and independent churches to edu-

cate and encourage church leaders, 

and to train  Commissioned Lay 

Pastors.  

Associate relationships 

Center for Anabaptist Leadership 

Church Innovations Institute 

Serving as a resource to denomina-

tional judicatories, conferences and 

synods.   

Linking missional leaders across the 

church by creating an ongoing dia-

logue and developing shared mission 

through The Mission Place 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

Looking for a Civil Relig-

ion 

1 

Book Review:  The Isaiah 

Vision 

1 

(Re)thinking  - urban life: 

No Farms, No Food 

2 

Partnership for a Mis-

sional Church  

3 

Seminar with Brian 

McLaren  

4 

Seminary Without Walls  5 

  

The Isaiah Vision, by Raymond Fung,  

WCC Publications 1993 

My friends, George Huns-
berger of Western Seminary 
and the Gospel and Culture 
Network and Inagrace Diet-
terich from the Institute for 
Parish Development, recom-
mended that I pick up the 
little book, The Isaiah Vision 
by Raymond Fung.  This 
book is a quick read but a 

long study.  The idea of the 
Isaiah Vision is to communi-
ÃÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇȡ  Ȱ4ÈÅ 'ÏÄ 
we believe in is One who pro-
tects the children, empowers 
the elderly, and walks with 
×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȢȱ  
These three aspects of the 
Ȱ)ÓÁÉÁÈ 6ÉÓÉÏÎȱ ɉ)ÓÁÉÁÈ ΨΧȡΤΡ-
23):  (1) no children die young; 

(2) the aged are treated with 
dignity; (3) those who work 
are treated with dignity and 
receive a fair return for their 
labor, are the work of God 
for the community of faith.  
This simple formula 
ɉÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ &ÕÎÇ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ 
the fact that I named it such) 
forms the basis for what 

A Book Review by 

Gary Waller 
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Fung challenges local con-
gregations to do as they 
participate in the reign of 
God.  The purpose of these 
goals is not in order to evan-
gelize, but rather, in order to 
be faithful to the call of God. 

Fung, in moving away from 
traditional forms of evangel-
ÉÓÍȡ  ȰÃÒÕÓÁÄÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÌÌÉÅÓȟ 
specialized events and train-
ing programs to facilitate 
the spread of the good 
ÎÅ×Óȟȱ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎÔÏ 
relationship with itself and 
ÉÔÓ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓ ȰÄÁÙ ÉÎȟ ÄÁÙ 
ÏÕÔȟ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÎȟ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÕÔȢȱ   4ÈÅ 
Ȱ)ÓÁÉÁÈ 6ÉÓÉÏÎȱ ÉÓ Á ÃÁÌÌ ÔÏ 
action.  There are two action 
pillars, worship and disciple-
ship, which make up the 
Ȱ)ÓÁÉÁÈ 6ÉÓÉÏÎȭÓȱ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÓÔÉÃ 
strategy for the local congre-
gation. 

 

Invitation to Worship 
Worship is not about evan-
gelism, it is about commu-
nity and communion.  Com-
munity and fellowship with 
one another and commun-
ion with GodɂȰÉÔ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ×ÁÙ 
to God and our celebration 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ  4ÈÅÒÅȤ

  

Ins t i tu te  fo r  Missional  Di rec t ions ,  Decembe r 2007 
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ity have been carried out in the name of religion, faithful people continue to practice 

forms of civility in which humility, service, compassion, and justice are the norm.   Yet 

many are not convinced.  Arthur Schlesinger, in "The Cycles of American History," wrote 

that "the great religious ages were notable for their indifference to human rights in the 

contemporary sense -- not only for their acquiescence in poverty, inequality and oppres-

sion, but for their enthusiastic justification of slavery, persecution, torture and genocide."   

In a world of shock radio and with Howard Stern and Don Imus, certain religionists have 

gone to the dark side just to get a hearing,   One of the most popular in this country said in 

regards to Hugo Chavez, the  former president of Venezuela, "You know, I don't know 

about this doctrine of assassination, but if he thinks we're trying to assassinate him, I think 

that we really ought to go ahead and do it. It's a whole lot cheaper than starting a war ... 

We have the ability to take him out, and I think the time has come that we exercise that 
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( R e ) t h i n k i n g  - u r b a n  l i f e ,  b y C r a i g  M o r t o n 

to the various urban areas.  In 
other words, farmers leave 
the farms to come to the cit-
ies which expand, paving over 
the neighboring farms.   

    Often the issues of rural and 
ÕÒÂÁÎ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÏÎ 
the radar of most church con-
versations.  We talk about the 
worship, about youth minis-
tries, about social action and 
evangelism.  Churches may 
voice concern over large is-
sues regarding marriage, the 
fate of unborn children, racial 
equality, and many other 
meaningful causes.  But often 
overlooked are the sidewalks 
and streets on which these 
churches and parishioners live 
and travel.   

   As the face of our cities 
change, the unglamorous 
issues of development, zon-
ing, and public transportation.   
Often the poorer members of 
communities cannot travel to 
the areas of economic and 
educational opportunities for 
lack of affordable and de-
pendable transportation.  
Development and zoning cre-
ate communities that assume 
auto travel instead of walking,  
public transit, or bikes, which 
again limit opportunity.  In a 
report from MSNBC (http://
www.msnbc.msn.com/
id/13362927/ 

) our cities have been laid out 

to our 
detri-
ment: 
namely, 
ȰÏÕÒ 
cities 
ÁÒÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÆÁÔȢȱ   "ÏÔÈ ÄÅÖÅÌȤ
opment and zoning, and trans-
portation, if left unchanged, cre-
ate cities that sprawl and over-
take farms and food production.  
Logic simply says this cannot con-
ÔÉÎÕÅȢ  "ÕÔ ÍÅÒÃÙ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ 
are human beings whose welfare 
is being negatively affected by 
our disinterest.  

    Other sources for this kind of 
discussion at universities and 
community based groups.  The 
ongoing missional development 
for our churches might listen in 
on these conversations to begin 
discerning the movement of God 
in our communities.  God is not 
limited by the topics we come up 
with to discuss and debate.  God 
does show up, initiating new con-
versations at school boards, city 
council meetings, zoning commis-
sions and community action cau-
cuses. 

 

For further reading: 

On urban/rural interface: 

http://www.oregon.gov/LCD/
urbanrural.shtml 

On city planning: 

http://www.idahosmartgrowth.org/
publications/codereform.htm 

   Recently, I was cleaning around 
the house and found a folder from 
a meeting I had attended a few 
years back.  I found one of my fa-
vorite bumper stickers that was in 
ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÄÅÒȢ  Ȱ.Ï &ÁÒÍÓȟ .Ï &ÏÏÄȟȱ 
it announces.   

    Living in Idaho, we have the wit-
ness the creeping of urban sprawl 
taking over crop land, dairy farms, 
wetlands, and pasture land.  Per-
haps communities in the eastern 
parts of North America have be-
come numb to this process.  Per-
haps also, the seemingly endless 
expanse of the West makes it 
seem as if there is no need for lim-
its.  Idaho, though is not alone.  
Nevada, Washington, and Idaho 
remain three of the fastest grow-
ing states in the US.  But other 
communities need to consider the 
issues of growth as well. 

    Later this month, the University 
of Idaho will be hosting their an-
nual Potato Conference, keynote 
ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ *ÁÙ ,ÅÈÒ ×ÈÏ ÎÏÔÅÓȟ Ȱ7Å 
have 6.3 billion people on the 
planet and a third of them are un-
dernourished. Within 50 years, 
×ÅȭÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏÕÂÌÅ ÏÕÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÓÕÐȤ
plyɂand we are the best farmers, 
we have the best land and we have 
ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙȢȱ  )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȤ
ingly, Lehr notes that it is not pota-
toes that we need to be concerned 
ÍÏÓÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ 
ÏÎÅ ÃÒÏÐ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÆÁÒÍÓ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÐÏÔÁȤ
ÔÏÅÓȟ ÉÔÓ ËÉÄÓȢȱ  7ÉÔÈ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ËÉÄÓȟ 
but entire families leaving rural 
areas, the inverse pressure comes 
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