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    You used to receive a newsletter from us called, Northwest Passages.  Now 

Northwest Passages has been incorporated into something bigger, but also more 

focused.  As we changed the name from Northwest Passages, to The Mission 

Place, we have changed more than the name.   

    Now the Mission Place is the meeting place where different ideas, communities, 

services and relationships converge.  We have expanded our ministry as God has 

initiated new relationships and opportunities.  Whereas Northwest Passages 

largely was involved in consulting churches and non-profits regarding issues of 

conflict, emergent church, and missional development, The Mission Place will pick 

up those tasks and more.   

    The Mission Place is a place to gather.  Coming to the Mission Place, we share 

and develop resources to encourage one another as messengers and missionaries 

to our culture. The Mission Place provides: 

Reflective and shared learning of a community of relationships through 

our blog, the mission place  

Leadership development, continuing education and ongoing theologi-

cal education for missional engagement in the Seminary Without Walls 

Consulting for churches, judicatories, and other non-profits through 

The Institute for Missional Direction (doing business as Northwest pas-

sages) including services for conflict transformation, congregational 

transitions, and missional development 
(Continued on page 2) 
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the mission placethe mission placethe mission place   

a non-profit  

Working with mainline, emergent, 

and independent churches to edu-

cate and encourage church leaders, 

and to train  Commissioned Lay 

Pastors.  

Associate relationships 

Center for Anabaptist Leadership 

Church Innovations Institute 

Serving as a resource to denomina-

tional judicatories, conferences and 

synods.   

Linking missional leaders across the 

church by creating an ongoing dia-

logue and developing shared mission 

through The Mission Place 
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Following Christ in a Consumer Society: 

The Spirituality of Cultural Resistance, by John F. Kavanaugh 

Orbis Books, 240 pages 

   Kavanaugh’s goal in writ-
ing is, “…that you may dis-
cover the truly revolution-
ary, political, and social 
implications of Christ’s 
messages, of prayer and 
sacrament, of permanent 
commitment, and of com-

munity life,”  (x).  He calls 
the people of God to be-
come activists; activists who 
are “profoundly rooted in 
faith; in the life and action of 
Jesus and in the life of be-
lieving people,” (xiii).  Fur-
ther he says:  “I propose to 

people who profess a seri-
ous belief in Jesus that they 
become more deeply activ-
ist in their loving service 
and more fully critical of 
the ways their faith has 
become accultur-
ated.”  (xiii). 

A Book Review by 

Gary Waller 
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    Early, Kavanaugh de-
scribes what he calls “The 
Commodity Form.”  He 
contends that “consumer 
society is a formation sys-
tem:  it forms us and our 
behavior.  It is also an in-
formation system: it in-
forms us to our identity 
and as to the status of our 
world.” (4) He argues that 
we are entrapped by a 
“consumerist way of life, 
wherein personhood dis-
appears.” (4) The sense of 
our interior selves is lost, 
and the focus primarily 
centers on the external.  
The mantra of this culture 
is “more, more, more.”  
People’s passions are 
channeled into possessing. 
The loss of an interior self 
creates a culture of lost 
intimacy and the promise 
of possessions replaces the 
sacred in our hearts.   

    Striving for possessions 
dulls our hearing so we 
don’t hear the cries of the 
poor, the wounded, and 
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Spiritual  direction and networking for spiritual leaders and their 

families through the development of an ordered life: a spiritual or-

der 

    The Mission Place is not a church but a resource for those who love the 

church and are called to service within the church.  A place to enter into con-

versation with culture about what God is doing and inviting us to consider.  The 

Mission Place is commissioned and called to work along side of pastors, judica-

tory leaders, and lay leaders through developing partnerships of trust, process 

development,  providing emotional and spiritual support, and sharing together 

in service in the local community.  

   We look forward to you joining us in The Mission Place. 
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clarity about how these 

activities affect both indi-

viduals and communities. 

For the past decade, 

Robert Putnam (Bowling 

Alone, 2001) has meas-

ured the personal invest-

ment people make in 

community and commu-

nity building activities.   

Putnamõs work continues 

with The Saguaro Seminar 

at Harvardõs John F. Ken-

nedy School of Govern-

ment (http://

www.ksg.harvard.edu/

saguaro/

saguaroresearch.htm)  

Focusing on the creation 

of social capital, the Sa-

guaro Seminar clarifies 

both how to build   social 

capital and how it affects 

personal and social life.  

At their site: http://

www.ksg.harvard.edu/

saguaro/factoids.htm, the 

seminar lists the benefi-

cial affects, such as: Join-

ing and participating in 

one group cuts your odds 

of dying over the next 

year in half; two groups 

cuts it by three quarters. 

Or, 

participation in clubs and 

civic organizations has been 

cut by more than half over 

last 25 years.  And similarly, 

Having friends over to the 

house is down by 45 percent 

over last 25 years.   But, 

Quitting smoking or joining 

a club, it's a tough call which 

would improve your life ex-

pectancy more. 

We ask the missional ques-

tion, òwhere is God at work?ó 

So we look to where mean-

ingful bridges are being built 

between people.  For now 

look at civic seasonal cele-

brations.  Later try looking at 

quilting circles, public library 

book groups, board -game 

night at a coffeehouse, and 

helping out in youth sports 

leagues as the kind of places 

where God already is at work 

and inviting us to join.  

Silver bells, silver bells 

Its Christmas time in the city 

Ring-a-ling, hear them ring 

Soon it will be Christmas Day 
 

Christmas time in the city is 

special.  Even as an introvert, I 

delight in seeing the people 

shopping, joining friends for 

coffee or meals.  There are 

concerts, ballets, and oppor-

tunities to worship.  Thereõs 

an abundance of venues to 

experience community and to 

strengthen community.   

Last week, our area raised a 

large tree in a downtown 

square to kick off the Christ-

mas season.  Lighting the tree 

was preceded by a day of lo-

cal tradition engaging county -

wide participation.  The a lo-

cal independent theater play-

ing several viewings of òItõs a 

Wonderful Life.ó  Then there 

was a soup meal to raise 

money for the stateõs food-

bank.   

These kinds of activities occur 

in many places.  While they 

may be viewed nostalgically 

as reenactments of a bygone 

era .  Often there is a lack of 

    http://themissionplace.org/ 
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Imagine, a cluster of congregations covenanting together on a journey, to move 

from maintenance to mission, so their lives internally and the people they serve 

bear witness to Jesus and the Kingdom of God.  Imagine, your congregation on 

this journey of spiritual discernment, discovering new partners in your local 

church, your community, your judicatory, with Church Innovations and most im-

portantly with God. 

At Church Innovations (http://churchinnovations.org) we are called to innovate 

your church’s capacities for mission. In the Partnership for Missional Church, your 

local church, over a 3-5 year period, will increase its capacity for listening, risk tak-

ing, focusing, learning and growing. 

For information, contact Gary Waller (gary@themissionplace.org), or Craig Mor-

ton (craig@themissionplace.org) 

The Mission Place is produced 
by The Institute for Missional 
Directions, Nampa Idaho, as an 
informational newsletter.  The 
Institute for Missional Directions 
is organized under and pursuant 
to the Idaho Nonprofit Corpora-

tion Act, Chapter 3, Title 30, Idaho Code to assist 
individuals and communities of faith into missional 
transformation through the following:  

Creating networks for missional development 
through shared practices; 

Providing ongoing education and leadership 
development in an ecumenical framework for 
students seeking to fulfill educational require-
ment for lay ministry; 

Offering classes or seminars for continuing reli-
gious education; 

Empowering individual and corporate discern-
ment and transformation though  assessments, 
skill building, and inner healing; and 

Contributing to the activities of those organiza-
tions whose purposes are in harmony with the 
purposes of this organization, as funds become 
available to do so. 

Editors note: If the inserted hyperlinks (web addresses and the email links on names) do not 

work for you, please email Craig at craig@themissionplace.org.  Let me know what information 

you were looking for and I will see what I can do for you that way.  

those unjustly treated.   Kavanaugh 
further states, that “we *must+ re-
turn to ourselves and come back to 
our human personhood, [this] will 
demand not only a rediscovered in-
terior life, a renewal of interpersonal 
relationships, a reawakening to the 
joys of simplicity, and a rediscovery 
of our passion for justice.  It will also 
require a reopening of our hearts to 
the marginal people of our 
world.” (19) Therefore, “once having 
encountered the life of Christ and 
his redemption of personal exis-
tence, any response we might make 
must be a total one, informing not 
only our private and interpersonal 
lives, but our social, political, and 
economic worlds.”  (19) 

    The next few chapters are Kava-
naugh at his best in vividly describ-
ing and exposing global consumer-
ism and the commodification of hu-
man life that has driven capitalism. 

temporarily providing happiness, ulti-
mately leaves one empty because it vies 
against that for which people were 
uniquely created.  

    In the Commodity Form individuals 
are “thingafied.”  In the Personal Form 
people are grounded in personhood, 
and have intrinsic value as persons.  At 
every stage of life “we find the values of 
the Commodity Form and Christ [to be] 
in opposition.” (112) The lie of the Com-
modity Form is that if we just “collect 
enough, produce enough, or win 
enough, we will be god.  We will have 
gotten rid of our painful incomple-
tion.” (113) The Personal Form beckons 
to be god-like, “by reaching down into 
the full meaning of our incompletion, 
not by running from it” we recognize our 
true need for relationship with and love 
for our Creator. (113) Kavanaugh makes 
the point that connection with the Per-
sonal Form, causes one to be more just, 
loving, and responsive to the needs of 
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C h u r c h  I n n o v a t i o n s  I n s t i t u t e :  P a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  

a  M i s s i o n a l  C h u r c h  

The ways in which human life has be-
come commodified and malformed 
socially, politically and economically 
are vividly portrayed in challenging 
and sobering ways.  

    The next major idea Kavanaugh de-
scribes is what he calls the “Personal 
Form.”  

[This] is a mode of perceiving 
and valuing men and women as irre-
placeable persons whose fundamen-
tal identities are fulfilled in covenan-
tal relationships.  A covenantal rela-
tionship is a mutual commitment of 
self-donation between free beings 
capable of self-conscious reflection 
and self-possession.  Covenant as the 
free gift of self, the promising of 
oneself, is a characteristic unique to 
such free beings. (65) 

    Ultimately, people were created to 
know and be known, to love and be 
loved.  Striving for possessions, while 

Following Christ in a Consumer Society, cont 

Continued on pg 6 
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    As this year is passing into the next, peo-

ple are beginning to wonder about what’s 

around the bend.  I profess hope, but I hear 

anxiety.  There are people for whom the 

unknown is a threat; and yet, to others, an  

anticipated gift.  Since we don’t know we 

guess, surmise, calculate and hypothesize, 

but we cannot really know.   In the Christian 

community we are entering Advent, a period 

of waiting that the church has carried on for 

centuries.  We still wait and hope.   The joy 

of that for which we hope, fills the present.  

As Jurgen Moltmann said forty years ago, 

“hope alone keeps like flowing and free.” 

    My flimsy grasp of  the empirical method 

leads me to whimsy.  We think that what can 

be known can be proved from repeated 

experiments which produce the same re-

sults.  The ball always falls down, the water 

always boils at 212 degrees, and darkness 

always comes as the earth rotates on its 

axis.  But all we really know is probability.  In 

all probability, the sun will come up tomor-

row and a ball will fall when dropped.  But 

probability cannot  tell you what will hap-

pen, only give an idea of what might happen 

based on past events.  We believe that 

where the future is open we will invest our 

   The Seminary Without Walls is a journey of learning and 
transformation.  The seminary is for anyone  wishing to learn 
more about the Christian faith,  wanting  to become  a more 
involved leader in their own  congregation, seeking training 
leading toward credentialed ministry, or wanting opportunities 
for continuing education.   

    Seminary Without Walls serves the church at large through 
education in three areas: academic, practical, and spiritual.  
Since The Seminary Without Walls serves the mission of the 
church and not a particular denomination, these courses are 
taught from perspective of the creeds of historic Christianity 
(Apostles, Nicene, etc.).  

Winter Term, 2008 (January 24, 2008) 
Christ Plays: A Study in Spiritual Theology 

    Beginning January 24 and running eight consecutive weeks 

A d v e n tɂW a i t i n gɂH o p i n g ,  b y  C r a i g  M o r t o n ,  p h o t o  b y  D a r n e l l  W e i g h t m a n  

Semi na ry  W i t hou t  Wa l l s  

passion to accomplish or to prevent 

something.  Half of the marriages end in 

divorce, one out of five small businesses 

fold, most teams don’t win champion-

ships. Nonetheless, we remain open to 

hope.  Living and working to make the 

probabilities we want, to come about. 

    Many worry about economic pres-

sures on things like home purchases, 

college tuition, and employment, or the 

continued affects of the “war on ter-

ror.” An unresolved anxiety hangs in 

the air.  A friend of mine last year had 

his 15 minutes of fame by denouncing 

the “culture of fear” which has gripped 

so many of us.  Unexpectedly, his 

words traveled the globe thanks to Jay 

Leno, the New York Times, and NPR.  The 

irony wasn’t lost on the world that his 

little Quaker town was considering hand-

guns for protection.  There’s plenty to be 

anxious about, but there’s still hope fight-

ing back the culture of fear.    

     To be alive means to be anxious.  Our 

bodies suffer a brief anxiety at the end of 

each breath as our lungs involuntarily 

reach for another breath.  I suppose to be 

perfectly at peace would mean to be ei-
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to March 13, we’ll be studying Spiritual Theology.  Our text 
will be Eugene Peterson’s book Christ 
Plays in Ten Thousand Places.  The 
course outline will breakdown in con-
formity to the table of contents of the 
book.  The course will conclude with 
each student having created a “Rules of 
Order” for their own spiritual disci-
plines and life. 

 

 

Spring term, 2008 (April 10, 2008) 
Pastoral Theology & the Practice of Ministry 

    We will take eight weeks from April 10 to May 29 to learn 
from case studies of actual pastoral situations and develop 

ther dead or comatose.   

    At The Mission Place, we’ve committed our-

selves to hope.  Though we live in the same anx-

ious culture as our neighbors, we live with an as-

surance that whether or not the world changes 

for the better, we can be transformed to live in 

hope.   

    As we in The Mission Place are looking forward 

to the new year, we anticipate we will have oppor-

tunities to hear from many of you regarding how 

you are finding hope and living in the power of 

hope over anxiety and challenging the culture of 

fear.   As we enter Advent, we wait and hope, and 

hope keeps life flowing and free. 

 

Photo credit: Darnell Weightman, 2007 

Registration and Information for classes:  

Bruce Swanson at 208-466-7061, balaams@xmt3.net  

mailto:mailto:balaams@xmt3.net
http://home.velocitus.net/cdmort/fluidchurch/NWP/Index.html


T h i n g s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  i n  2 0 0 8 :   
S e m i n a r s ,  W o r k s h o p s ,  R e t r e a t s  a n d  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  

Below is a partial listing the material we are developing for 2008.  The topics offered below can be modified for various groups 

and settings.  Consider these as fuel for thought.  We are always able to customize presentations for your needs.  After years 

of working in congregational and judicatory settings, and in leadership development, the topics below can be developed for 

just about any of group.  

The Practicing Congregation - Spiritual disciplines for developing missional practices within congregational settings are 

necessary more and more as the missional context continues to become more post-Christian.  Many practices can no 

longer be assumed as simply being caught.  Rather, communities will develop forms of education, intentional formation as 

a contrast community and spiritual disciplines to instill a missional awareness.   

With Clear Eyes - Addressing systemic and shared grief in congregations and communities as a component of conflict 

transformation.  Many conflicts emerge as a response to unaddressed longings for a former pastor, a family, or a time that 

has gone.  Through both symbolic expressions in worship, and clear analysis of grief, conflict can become a transforma-

tional experience moving a congregation forward in healing and mission. 

The Mission-Shaped Interim: or, Transitions as Trans-Mission - Enabling congregations to make a "missional turn" during 

the transition period between pastors.  Traditionally, congregations have treaded water, put new ideas on hold "until the 

new pastor arrives", or sought to simply "maintain" during these transitions.  Instead a congregation that is actively en-

gaged in mission and discernment during the transition provides a clearer understanding of congregational and commu-

nity identity to help guide search committees and pastoral candidates. 

Conflict Types and Temperaments: Each person has a way in which she or he approaches conflict.  With additional train-

ing, one can adapt certain skills from other approach types.  Furthermore, the different classical temperament types give 

direction in understanding the communication and conflict patterns of individual and groups.  

The Sent and Sending Pastor: Rethinking the Pastoral Office in Light of Missional Ecclesiology - Arising from the work of 

Newbigin and Bosch, there is an apostolic understanding of the role of spiritual leaders in the congregation.  New aspects 

of leadership development, both academically and in terms of spiritual formation, will revolve around a missional engage-

ment with culture.  The pastor of tomorrow's missional church will not be like the Christendom pastor of earlier ages. 

Finding Faith in Film - How can one use film as a lens through which to see contemporary culture?  Films continue to be a 

powerful influence on society defining what’s hot and what’s not.  Values, priorities, and biases are all affected by these 

powerful cultural images.  This workshop will look at the need for missional engagement with culture and will provide prin-

ciples for viewing and discussing film as a mission encounter.  Contemporary films can provide excellent themes for a mis-

sional conversation. 

We're All In This Together: Missional Ecclesiology - In missions, partnerships are necessary.  How does one establish part-

nerships and with whom?  This seminar will describe the new missions frontier, i.e., our own culture, and apply the lessons 

of missionaries in the past in terms of shared partnership in local mission.  How do we bring our own theological heritage 

forward and share in mission with others of the Roman Catholic, Reformed, and other historic traditions of the faith? 

Identity and Calling: Many congregations have worked long and hard to develop mission and vision statements.  Fre-

quently, these statements begin to lack power and passion.  How can you develop a fluid but lasting understanding of who 

you are and what God has called you to be and do in your congregation and mission context?   

Making the Missional Turn: How does a traditional congregation become missionally-minded?  What foundational learning 

and processes help make the turn to being a missional congregation?  This training event looks at key patterns found in 

missional congregations and provides tools for imagining a congregation structured for being a sent and sending commu-

nity.   An ongoing consulting relationship could prove beneficial in this regard.   
 

The above represents the variety and types of training we can provide.  But it is not exhaustive.  If you didn’t see something in 

particular that interests you, call and with my colleagues, we will provide consulting and training to meet your needs.   Contact:  

Craig Morton craig@themissionplace.org  

Gary Waller   gary@themissionplace.org  

P a g e  5  
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others.  “Social action is not the preserve of some special-interests group.  It is an imperative of 
faith.” (120) At the heart of the Personal Form is the recognition of personal poverty and depend-
ence upon God, thus enabling a “lived Christianity.” 

    In chapter eleven Kavanaugh stresses the values of community, prayers, and sacraments. His dis-
cussion of each of these and his explanations of the sacraments and their value are profound.  Chap-
ter twelve is entitled “Revolutionary Holiness.”  Kavanaugh says,  

The great task of holiness and of following Christ in a consumer society is not a matter of right wing 
ƻǊ ƭŜŦǘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǊ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜπ
demptive mystery:  that having been reaffirmed as persons in the full image and likeness of God, 
ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
ǎŜƭŦΣ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀōƻǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƛπ
ple of Jesus is never pulled between a love of God and a thirst for human justice, is never seduced 
into the delusion that faith somehow has no connection with how we treat our sisters and brothers 
in this world, and is never presumptuous enough to believe that the great human struggle for jus-
tice can ever be resolved without the most profound humility before a God who has created us 
equal in personhood and destiny. (167)    

    It is in our poverty and vulnerability that we become open to the freedom of knowing and loving 
found only in following Christ.  Communicating the very depth of God is a divine privilege.  Our task 
is to change the world through loving action. 
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skills for theological reflection on pastoral ministry.    A possible text may be: Pastor: The Theology and Prac-
tice of Ordained Ministry, by Will Willimon.   

 

Prayer Pilgrimage Saturdays, 2008 (8am to noon) 
 

    The themes of the classical spiritual disciplines, will be featured in Saturday morning workshops to be held 
periodically throughout the year.  The themes of each of these prayer opportunities are intended to prepare 
people for each liturgical season of the church year. 

    The first Prayer Pilgrimage for 2008 will be on February 2, in preparation for the Season of Lent (Ash 
Wednesday is February 6th, Lent begins February 10th).  Each Prayer Pilgrimage will take place at First Presby-
terian Church in Nampa.   

    Other upcoming Prayer Pilgrimages   : 

March 22—Preparation for Lent 

May 24th—Preparation for Pentecost 

 

Tuesday Evening Opportunities, 2008 
 

    Short courses (one to three sessions in length) will be offered in the coming year.  Dates will be an-
nounced in the near future.  Upcoming topics will include: worship planning; church polity in various church 
traditions; conflict transformation; strategies for healthy congregations; ministry in urban and suburban 
contexts.  Let us know if there are areas of interest or need and we’ll be happy to pursue a variety of topics. 

Continued from page 4 
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